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A Word From Tim Downs - December 2012 Hee 


Dear Friends, 


| write this letter on the day before Thanksgiving and 
the beginning of our holiday season. | am deeply 
aware of the ways in which our pastors and people 
have been faithful voices across our conference 
through the years, and | want to begin with a simple 
“thank you” to all of you for that witness. | have had the 
occasion recently to offer a paper in which | wrote about 
our particular and sacred vocation as a different voice 
for Christ here in the South, and | thought | would share 
some of that with you. 


We, the United Church of Christ, march to the beat of a different drum in the 
South. It is often a discordant beat, and frankly often a disturbing and 
unwelcome beat. | had the pleasure of being at a lecture offered by Diana Butler 
Bass two years ago, and she referenced the work of William McLoughlin in his 
book Revivals, Awakenings and Reforms. She spoke of the three Great 
Awakenings that have shaped American history, and said that we are now in the 
midst of a fourth Great Awakening, “a massive, sustained movement of 
reorientation.” 


The First Great Awakening dates to the mid-eighteenth century, and is best 
known to us by the name Jonathan Edwards. He stirred a moribund church with 
his calls to renewal, calls with which many of us first became acquainted through 
his sermon” “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” The Second Great 
Awakening took place in the first part of the nineteenth century with the rise of 
abolitionism, the movement for women’s rights, and prohibition, all of which had 
the fervor of the First Great Awakening, but now manifested an awareness that 


God's redemptive activity is greater than the redemption of individual souls, and 
is also present in acts of justice for the marginalized and disenfranchised. The 
Third Great Awakening took place at the turn of the twentieth century, and saw 
the rise of Christian unity, a growing appreciation of pluralism, the growing voice 
of the labor movement, and pacifism. 


The Fourth Great Awakening is unfolding around us. It is characterized by a 
valuing of religious pluralism and an appreciation of the faiths of others. There is 
a growing awareness that we live not in nation-states as much as a global 
community. The environmental movement is evidence of a growing care for the 
earth. We are showing greater caring for one another, as well, and seeking to 
build more humane economic systems, unconstrained by the old capitalist and 
socialist models, both of which have been abusive and cruel in much of their 
application. 


Diana Butler Bass aoes on to note the breakdown of traditional values. For those 
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of us living in the Fourth Great Awakening, we saw this in the rise of the civil 
rights movement and feminism, in the peace movement, and in the environmental 
movement. While these shifts in societal values were taking place, we also saw 
“cultural distortions” in reaction to them. We heard disparaging comments about 
hippies, talk about traditional family values, and mutterings about the erosion of 
values. All this while disregarding the ways in which values of the past violated 
women, same gender loving people, and people of color. 


A new vision begins to take more distinctive shape, new moral and ethical 
possibilities begin to emerge, and prophets of this new way begin to get a wider 
hearing. In more mainstream society, people begin to “get it” — and conflicts 
become sharper and divisions between the old and new more pronounced. A 
transformation begins to unfold, and as the “undecideds” note the necessity of 
the new vision, and the need for the new patterns, institutions begin to shift, and 
we see political reform and new economic patterns. 


There is throughout a pull forward and a push back but also a grand drama is 
unfolding, and in the midst of this ambiguity | remain deeply grateful for the 
pioneers and prophets, often lonely voices yet persistent and pressing. We 
belong to a people represented by the United Church of Christ, and its 
predecessor denominations who have been at the leading edge of each Great 
Awakening, from the first to the present. My spiritual forbears have been 
pioneers and prophets. Names such as Jonathan Edwards, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Harry Emerson Fosdick, Reinhold Niebuhr, William Sloane Coffin, Andrew 
Young -- all of these in each of the awakenings of which they were a part pried 
open the door a little further to their respective Great Awakening. 


We have seen this Fourth Awakening begin to take root in our Conference. The 
churches that reflect its values of pluralism, welcome, mission, and justice are 
churches that are thriving spiritually and growing in many ways. On this 
Thanksgiving eve, again, | give thanks to you for all that you have done and 
continue to do to give voice and heart to this awakening as it unfolds within us. 


Peace, 


Timothy C. Downs 
Conference Minister 
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Feature Focus 


Celebrate PATHWAYS: A Sojourners’ Community 


Conference News by Sarah Kim 


Local Church News 
The second cohort of PATHWAYS participants gathered together on the last weekend of October for the first 
Oe ee course in the Level 1 program—Self and Community in Context. The retreat was facilitated by the Rev. Dr. Sarah 
NEWS Archives Kim and Ms. Andrea Mai, with 11 participants from Nashville, Knoxville, and Atlanta. Over the period of two days, 
seine the group explored the notions of “self? and “community” and their contexts, which are defined by each 


Lifting Up... 

Resources individual’s narrative of his or her life journey. 
In the end, the group created a brand-new community of fellow learners, a gathering of sojourners with like 
minds, concerns, and aspirations. The remarkable aspect of our time together had to do with everyone’s 
openness to share with honesty and enthusiasm and to listen with open hearts and compassion. We learned not 


only the theories about self and community, but practiced “being ourselves” and “becoming a community.” Below 
are the comments made by some of the participants as they reflected on their group experience: 


“| want to expand my knowledge to the limit and take it and use it to the good of people like myself that has 
needed it, needed the help, and needed the guidance.” 


“The strongest impression that has stayed with me is the sense of being in the right place at the right time 
with the right group of people. My mantra during our prayer times was ‘God in me, me in the world.’ | will 
carry this mantra with me throughout the PATHWAYS journey.” 


“We were able to open up to each other and form a viable and vibrant community. It's amazing to me that 
we have come to this place and time in each of our lives at exactly this moment .... has to be a ‘God thing.” 


“When | consider how | want to be in the world, | want to be more sensitive, compassionate, and responsive 


toward all people. The depth of the sharing between strangers reminded me of our commonality. It is far 
easier to dwell on our differences. It helped me remember that an open heart is very inviting!” 


‘I don't understand how people can grow in their understanding of religion when there is no community to 
support and challenge them. This group, | believe, will do that.” 


“| met ten people who are searching for a closer relationship with God; people who are filled with 
excitement for the journey, and unafraid. | met ten people who are willing to stretch their minds, to question, 
to doubt—to clarify.”“| love the people, and the heartwarming stories that were shared along with the 
laughter and tears are footprints planted in my soul. The presence of God and my classmates helped me 
reaffirm my calling.” 


The group was much greater than the sum of its parts, | believe, because the Divine Presence was moving and 
working in our midst. | pray that we continue to carry this momentum of love for the community and the zeal for 
learning throughout our PATHWAYS experience. 
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Local Church News - December 2012 


The Rev. Marvin L. Morgan, Associate Pastor at First Congregational Church 
UCC in Atlanta, has been called as Interim Pastor for Fairfield Glade Community 
UCC, Fairfield Glade, TN. Marvin is a trained interim minister and recently served 
in that position at Brookmeade Congregational Church UCC in Nashville. Marvin 
will report to Fairfield Glade in January after concluding his work in Nashville in 


mid-December. 
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Lifting Up... December 2012 Hee 


The Rev. Dr. John W. “Johnny” Mingus, 
Sr., of Venice, FL, died on October 31, 
2012. He was born in Norristown, PA, grew 
up in Middletown, NY, and retired in the 
Venice area after serving churches in 
Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, and 
Tennessee. He also served on the national 
staff of the United Church of Christ. Johnny 
was a member of First Congregational 
UCC in Sarasota. 


In this Conference, Johnny served as 
pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church UCC in Chattanooga from 1995 to 2006. 
He is survived by his wife, Kimberly C. Hunt, of Venice, and his children, 
grandchildren, brothers, and friends. 


Memorial donations may be made to the Maine Sea Coast Mission, 127 West St., 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609, or the ALS Association Florida Chapter, 3242 Parkside 
Center Circle, Tampa, FL 33619-0907. 


Pastoral Letter on Racism 
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November 2012 


Dear Covenant Partners, 


The United Church of Christ, throughout its history and the shared histories of our 
predecessor bodies, has shown clear commitments to racial justice and equality. 
As Conference Ministers we feel compelled to speak out at this moment in time. 


Our ancestors in faith led the movement for abolition. They were a voice of reason 
at the dawn of Reconstruction, when America attempted to rebuild a nation 
buttressed by white power and privilege. They fought long and hard during the 
time of Jim Crow to gain new ground in the equality of all races. They fought to 
end red-lining districts that forced black families into ghettoes. And they walked 
arm in arm with our brothers and sisters of color during the Civil Rights movement. 


They were willing to be jailed, persecuted, ridiculed, and even at times martyred 
for the cause of racial justice and equality. 


Our own commitments to this movement of equality for all races are now being put 
to the test. In the days following the re-election of this nation’s first black president, 
there are painful reminders of how pernicious the evils of white power, white 
privilege, and white supremacy remain in this great land of ours. And now is not 
the time for those who see with new eyes the fresh face of a richer, more diverse 
people to be silent. We must also let our practice and behavior reflect our 
commitment, by constantly examining ourselves lest we fall prey. (2Cor. 13:5) 


Like the women and men who in previous times found their courage, their voice, 
their call to action — so must we now find ours as well. Let us hear again, and be 
inspired by, the words of the great abolitionist poet James Russell Lowell, who in 
“The Present Crisis” wrote: 


“New occasions teach new duties; Time makes ancient good uncouth; They must 


upward still, and onward, who would keep abreast of Truth.” 


Long before white men once again claim by divine right a privileged place at the 
expense of all others; and long before America loses the forward momentum 
gained in her great and interminable struggle with racial equality; and realizing 
that, though momentum has been gained and big steps taken toward racial justice, 
there is yet more light and truth to break forth in this ongoing struggle for equality: 
let us in this day renew our commitment to the struggle for racial justice and 
equality. Let us awaken to the new threats that are emerging in these days to this 
embrace of equality. Let us not be daunted by the long, hard road — but be 
invigorated by the gains made, emboldened by the costs paid already by true 
disciples, and energized by the promise of a vision of Shalom that many of us can 
see on the horizon of this new day. 


We call on all settings of the church to maintain a vigilant voice in this struggle for 
racial justice and equality. We invite you to engage once again in Sacred 
Conversations on Race that open new doors for new understandings about race, 
prejudice, and privilege. We urge you to speak out when voices emerge on the 
landscape that threatens to turn back the clock and undo the work of those who 
came before us. We invite our white members, families, and churches to develop 
new skills as allies in dismantling white privilege and fostering new dimensions of 
racial justice and equality. We call upon preachers to find their voice and speak 
out when local and national leaders reclaim the old language of white power and 
privilege. And we invite us all to be in fervent prayer for that hoped-for day when 
all “will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character." 


With a new hope for a new day to inspire us, we remain your humble servants in 
Christ, 
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Rev. Douglas Anders, Conference Minister, South Central Conference 
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Rev. Char Burch, Interim Conference Minister, Penn West Conference 
Rev. Marja Coons-Torn, Conference Minister, Penn Central Conference 
Rev. R. Kent Cormack, Acting Conference Minister, Kansas-Oklahoma 
Conference 

Rev. Sheldon Culver, Conference Minister, Illinois South Conference 
Rev. Edward Davis, Conference Minister, Southern Conference 

Rev. John Deckenback, Conference Minister, Central Atlantic Conference 
Rev. John Dorhauer, Conference Minister, Southwest Conference 

Rev. Tim Downs, Conference Minister, Southeast Conference 

Rev. Roddy Dunkerson, Conference Minister, Nebraska Conference 
Rev. David Gaewski, Conference Minister, New York Conference 


Rev. Phil Hart, Interim Conference Minister, California Nevada Northern 
Conference 

Rev. Campbell Lovett, Conference Minister, Michigan Conference 

Rev. David Moyer, Conference Minister, Wisconsin Conference 

Rev. Alan Miller, Conference Minister, Penn Northeast Conference 

Rev. Bob Molsberry, Conference Minister, Ohio Conference 

Rev. David Moyer, Conference Minister, Wisconsin Conference 

Rev. Jorge Morales, Conference Minister, Illinois Conference 

Rev. Rich Pleva, Conference Minister, lowa Conference 

Rev. Tom Rehling, Conference Minister, Rocky Mountain Conference 

Rev. Wade Schemmel, Conference Minister, Northern Plains Conference 
Rev. Karen Smith Sellers, Conference Minister, Minnesota Conference 

Rev. Kent Siladi, Conference Minister, Florida Conference 

Rev. Marc Stewart, Conference Minister, Montana Northern Wyoming Conference 
Rev. John Vertigan, Conference Minister, Indiana Kentucky Conference 

Rev. Felix Villanueva, Conference Minister, California Nevada Southern 
Conference 

Rev. Jeff Whitman, Conference Minister, Missouri Mid-South Conference 
Rev. Charles Wildman, Interim Conference Minister, Connecticut Conference 
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On November 2, representatives of the four United Church of Christ conferences in the Southerr 
Region — the Southern, Southeast, Florida, and South-Central conferences -- gathered for a two- 
conference in Orlando. Each conference brought its minister and moderator, vice moderator, an 
another leader. The Southeast Conference was represented by our moderator, Jim Crabb; vice- 
moderator, Jennifer Austin; and Marvin Morgan of the Commission on Ministry. Present at the 
gathering were staff from the national headquarters, including President and General Minster 
Geoffrey Black. The conference was organized to respond to the changing shape of the UCC. 


Twenty years ago, of the 38 conferences, only a handful were not considered to be viable, and a 
these were “small-member large-geography” conferences. The Southeast Conference at the time 
had the smallest membership, and organizationally was the most fragile. Today fully one-third of 
UCC conferences are functioning with only a conference minister and a support staff person, and 
many are unable to sustain viable ministries. In light of these changes, there has been a movement 
to encourage meetings to explore ways of collaboration that would be of mutual benefit to all. 


In our Florida meeting we lifted up our strengths, noting that our identity is a significant asset in a 
region where some Christians have a reputation for exclusion and intolerance. It was further pointed 
out that new church development and new affiliations across our region have strengthened our 
conferences significantly. As the meeting progressed we also lifted up areas in which we could 
collaborate to the mutual benefit of all. We agreed that to undertake a campaign around our identity 
as a progressive, inclusive, united and uniting voice in the South would be a good place to begin. 
Other priorities included strengthening our youth ministries, using technology more effectively, 
financial development and management, and working together in the education of clergy and laity for 
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ministry. 


It was noted that each of our conferences is passing through reconfigurations of staffing and this 
might be an opportune time to explore sharing staff and resources. The national setting of the church 
has just gone through a major restructure, and in the course of that process the question was often 
raised concerning restructure in other settings of the church, notably conferences. 


At the end of the meeting there was a commitment to continue the conversation, and an expression 
of enthusiasm for the possibilities that lay before us. 
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Conference News - December 2012 


RESPONSE TO HURRICANE SANDY 


Our Conference, 
like many across 
the nation, was 
moved by the 
destruction of 


et gt” 6 


Hurricane 
Sandy. With 
great generosity, 
relief dollars 
have poured in. 
Nearly $3,000 
was given by 
Community 
UCC, Pleasant 
Hill, TN. Many 
other SEC 
congregations 
have contributed 


generously as 
well. The UCC 
has trained Disaster Network Coordinators and Church World Service (CWS) staff who will work with devastated 
communities in the United States to identify, plan for, and meet the unmet needs of these communities — to catch 
the folks who might otherwise fall through the cracks. Church partners in Haiti and Cuba are also being 
supported. The UCC promises to walk with communities suffering from disaster on the long road to restoration. 


One hundred percent of your gift made to the United Church of Christ — Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund goes to 
support hurricane recovery programming. Church members’ gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission basic support 
provide for the infrastructure necessary to make the UCC disaster response possible. 


YOU CAN STILL HELP... 


1. Pray for the people and communities across the Caribbean and the United States impacted by Hurricane 
Sandy. 

2. To assist people impacted by this disaster, please make a gift payable to your congregation marked for 
“Hurricane Sandy Response’ with the request that it be sent through your conference office, or mail to 1330 West 
Peachtree Street, NW, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30309-2904. 

OR 

Make a secure online donation to the Hurricane Sandy Response Fund. 

Prepare Church World Service Clean Up and Hygiene Kits. They are urgently needed now and following all 
disasters. 
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Introducing the Rev. Leslie Etheredge, who serves on the Conference Board 
of Directors as Conference Liaison to Wider Church Ministries. 

Leslie is an Alabama native but is quick to tell you she loves her Tennessee, 
home of the past eight years. She will tell you just as quickly that just because 
she hails from Alabama, her loyalties do not lie with the University of Alabama, 
but with her beloved Auburn University. In one year her daughter will become a 
third-generation graduate of Auburn, following in the footsteps of her two big 
brothers, mother, and grandfather. They are definitely "All In." 

Leslie is the Associate Pastor at Church of the Savior UCC in Knoxville. She 
has been there three years, after doing chaplaincy work at LeBonheur 
Children's Hospital in Memphis, a Clinical Pastoral Education residency at 
Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, and seminary at Memphis Theological 
Seminary. At COS, Leslie focuses most closely on ministries involving children, 
youth and families, but does a little bit of everything, and enjoys working with women's issues and GLBT 
concerns. 


In addition to her service on the Board, Leslie presently serves the Alabama-Tennessee Association as vice- 
moderator, in the second year of a one-year term. 
Save the date for the next UCC Southeastern Women’s Event! 
What: Southeastern UCC Regional Women’s Conference When: October 18-20, 2013 
Where: Cerveny Conference Center at Camp Weed, 
Live Oak, FL 
Who: UCC Women from Southern, South East, South Central and Florida Conferences 
Web: www.uccwomen.org 
Contact: Mary Ruth at williamruth@hotmail.comwilliamruth@hotmail.com 
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Breaking News Celebrations - December 2012 
Feature Focus 


Celebrate On Sunday, November 18, Laura E. Arnold was called as 


Conference News pastor of Congregational UCC, Decorah, IA. Laura is a member 
of Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta, and will continue to serve on the 


Local Church News conference staff as Associate Minister for Theological 

Lifting Up Education. In a service approved by the Georgia-South Carolina 
= Association, Laura was ordained on Sunday, November 25, 

NEWS Archives 2012 at Kirkwood. 

Resources 


SECUCC eNewsletter 
Sign up for SECUCC 
Email Newsletter 


(co) Brynn M. White has been called to a chaplaincy at Carolinas HealthCare System in Charlotte and was ordained 
on Sunday, December 2, 2012 at Peace Congregational UCC in Clemson, SC. 
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